Scary Guys Quick Screams
By Stu McIntire

Here's a few quick hints and tips to decorate, detail, and add interest to your haunt. From the twisted minds of the ScaryGuys.

- A Face In A Tombstone:

The basics:


This is a large tombstone (not a simple, typical slab of granite). It's hollow inside, or maybe the back (out of view) is open. The front - or a portion of the front of the stone - is actually a scrim, the same color as the stone, so from a distance is not obvious to the naked eye. Inside the stone is a small TV or monitor (attached to a VCR). On a tape is a 'talking head' - the face is filmed with a black background to cut out ambient light.

From the customer side of the stone with the tape running, you see a face appear on the front of the tombstone, talking to the customers...warning them...the regular drill...when the tape isn't 
running, all you see is a "normal" tombstone.
- Spider Lair
Basically, a doorway is "built down" and made to look like a cave opening. (Adults will have to bend down to see into the cave.) In the background inside the cave is a victim who has been mostly webbed up by a giant spider - all but the head, perhaps. You see the web and the wrapped up victim, who is pleading for assistance. All of a sudden, WHAM!, the spider comes flying towards you, coming to an abrupt stop only a foot or two from the customer's face.
The spider is hung about a foot or two inside the doorway and a second line is attached to the spider's rear end, with the line running up and back through a pulley in the direction of the webbed victim. Since the webbed victim is only seen from the neck up, his/her hands are free to operate the rope and pulley. When they see people's faces peering into the cave, they simply let go of the rope, letting the spider fly. To hoist the spider back, they just pull the rope back until the spider is back in position. It doesn't matter if people see the rope coming from the spider's rear end since that's where the spider's spinneret is located anyway. The basic lighting scheme is blacklight, but a strobe could be activated when the spider swings down.
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