CPSC RELEASES SAFETY TIPS FOR HALLOWEEN TRICK-OR-TREATERS











Washington, D.C. - As Halloween approaches, the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) warns parents and caregivers that like trick-or-treaters, Halloween's hidden hazards also come in disguise.





CPSC Chairman Ann Brown said, "This holiday is a favorite for children who love to use their imagination and creativity. By using CPSC's safety suggestions, consumers can help ensure that their little Halloween ghosts and goblins will have a bag of goodies to show for their fun and will not be haunted by unnecessary injuries."





Halloween-related injuries come in three major forms:





eye abrasions from sharp objects attached to masks or costumes, 


skin irritations or rashes from decorative face paints or creams, and 


burns from flammable costumes being ignited by open flames (candles, Jack 'O Lanterns).


  


CPSC is releasing safety suggestions for consumers to ward off injury-demons by making this ghoulish holiday a safe and happy one.





Treats: Warn children not to eat any treats before an adult has carefully examined them for evidence of tampering.





Flame Resistant Costumes: When purchasing costumes, masks, beards, and wigs, look for the label Flame Resistant.  Although this label does not mean these items won't catch fire, it does indicate the items will resist burning and should extinguish quickly.  To minimize the risk of contact with candles and other fire sources, avoid costumes made with flimsy materials and outfits with big, baggy sleeves or billowing skirts.





Costume Designs: Purchase or make costumes that are light, bright, and clearly visible to motorists.





For greater visibility during dusk and darkness, decorate or trim costumes with reflective tape that will glow in the beam of a car's headlights.  Bags or sacks should also be light colored or decorated with reflective tape.  Reflective tape is usually available in hardware, bicycle, and sporting goods stores. 





Children should carry flashlights to easily see and be seen.





Costumes should be short enough so that children won't trip and fall.





Children should wear well-fitting, sturdy shoes.  Mother's high heels are not a good idea for safe walking.





Tie hats and scarfs securely to prevent them from slipping over children's eyes.





Apply a natural mask of cosmetics rather than have a child wear a loose-fitting mask that might restrict breathing or obscure vision.  However, if your child wears a mask, make sure it fits securely and has eyeholes large enough to allow full vision.





Swords, knives, and similar costume accessories should be made of soft, flexible material. 


 


CPSC encourages parents to follow these safety tips to ensure a happy and safe Halloween.


   


The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission protects the public from the unreasonable risk of injury or death from 15,000 types of consumer products under the agency's jurisdiction. To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, or receive a fax-on-demand, consumers should call CPSC's toll-free hotline at (800) 638-2772 or CPSC's teletypewriter at (800)638-8270. Consumers can obtain this release via Internet gopher services at cpsc.gov or obtain recall information and report product hazards to info@cpsc.gov.


